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May 2024 

Commanders  Corner  

 
 

No Members This 
Month 

   
 Final Roll Call 

VFW MISSION: To foster camaraderie among United States veter-
ans of overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military, and our 

communities. To advocate on behalf of all veterans.  

 
THE POST MEETING THIS MONTH WILL BE 
HELD ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY ON MAY 
8TH AT 7 PM.  SORRY FOR THE                   
INCONVENIENCE. 
 
ELECTIONS WERE HELD LAST MONTH  
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW  
OFFICERS! 
 
 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

Phone: (262) 652-2751    Email: VFWPost1865@yahoo.com 



May 2024 

2nd—7:30pm Cooties Meeting 

6th— 7 PM Scout Troop 

8th— 7pm Post Meeting   

8th —7PM DAV Meeting 

8th—V-Day 

12th—Girl Scouts Meeting 

12th—Mother’s Day 

13th—7 PM Scout Troop 

15th—7PM Auxiliary Meeting 

18th—Armed Forces Day 

20th—7pm Scout Troop 1865  

21st—7 PM VFWRG Meeting 

26th—Girl Scouts Meeting 

27th—Memorial Day 

Noon Ceremony  

1PM Flag Retirement 
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All,  Next Scratch is Thursday, May 2nd at 7:30 pm at the Post.  
Remember  recrui ng new ni s is every Coo es  
Responsibility.     
 

We’re open to ideas on Fundraising and how to support  Veterans. 

Cooties   Pup Tent 6 
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Post Officers & Contact information 

 

Commander       SR Vice Cmdr.,      JR Vice 
Arran Edwards       Rob Roberts             Dewy Linhart 
     
 

Service Officer   Quartermaster   Chaplain                    
Rob Roberts      Bob Vanbendegom   Ken Powers 
                              

House Committee Chair  Doug Cochran 
 

Cootie Pup Tent 6, Officers 
Seam Squirrel    Blanket Bum       High Gimlet  
Paul Kirsh              Ken Powers           John Otahal 
    

VFW Auxiliary Officers 
President            SR Vice                JR Vice 
Barbara Goode      Jim Martin            Mike Wegmann 
 
 

VFW Riders Group Officers 

President         Vice President     Secretary  
Angie Mercer   Rob Roberts       Lorie Sorenson           
 

6618 38th Ave  
Kenosha WI, 53142 

(262) 652-2751 
 Email: vfwpost1865@yahoo.com    

BAR Hours  
Monday thru Thursday 

3PM to 10 PM 

Friday & Saturday  

Noon to 11 PM 

Sunday Noon to 6 PM 

Banquet Halls for Rent 
Happy Hour 

Need a place to hold your,  

Wedding,  Birthday Party,   

Anniversaries, or any Event.  

Two Banquet Halls available for rent.  

 

Comrades, 
 

The Kenosha Area Vietnam Veterans "Honor Guard" is in need of Vietnam veterans or 
younger veterans to be a part  of it's "Honor Guard".  The "KAVV Honor Guard" 
 .  
Takes part in most veterans funerals as well as civic events  
 
The "Honor Guard" is part of the State of Wisconsin Honors Program.   
 

For information on becoming a member of the  
 
"Kenosha Honor Guard" please contact Rich Bowker at  
 
(262)-694-1129 or  (262)-705-4202 
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You could have your special day, wishes to someone or photo 

In the newsletter submit your special event to: 

VFWPost1865@yahoo.com 

 

 VFW Post1865@yahoo.com  

before the 28th of the month.  

To be include in the next months newsletter 

  

 

May Birthday’s 
(information below pulled from the bar B-day book) 

  

If you would like your Birth-
day or Special Event  added 

to the  Newsletter, stop by the 
Bar and ask  your  Bartender, 

for the Birthday Book and  
enter it into the book. 

This is where the information 
for the newsletter is pulled 

from. 

1st James Smelcer  15th Kevin Alher 

4th Chet 19th Ed Walton 

6th DeDe J. 22nd Lisa Bose 

12th Bob Hildebrand  25th Rob Roberts 

13th Ryan Riechter 26th Dennis Eis 

15th Keith Alher  
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VFW Riders: 
 
Congratulations to our new Officers that will be  
taking over next month.  President- Tank, VP - Mr. Bill, 
Treasury- Jean, Secretary-Lori, & Chaplain- Corn-
bread.  
 
 Tank will appoint a Sgt of Arms and Road Captains.  
We voted to have our Charity for 2024 our relief 
fund.  We need to get those funds up so we can help 
our veterans. 
 
Also we voted yes to participate in the Kenosha    
Parade because it would be a shame not to have any 
Veteran motorcycle group in the parade. 
  
Please get your 2024 dues paid! 
 
Pop’s renewed our class A and B raffle licenses.  We 
have to toe the line with these licenses,  the        
consequences are no joke! 
 
It has been my pleasure serving as an officer all these 
years.  Looking forward to new leadership and ideas. 
Please let’s give them all our support.  
 
Angie 
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OFFICERS FOR 2024—2025 
 

Barbara Goode—President 
Jim Martin—Sr. Vice 
Megan Gundlach Jr. Vice 
Karen Wagner—Treasurer 
Kim Bruns—Secretary 
Virginia Hardesty—Chaplain  
Sue "Firebird" Rouna—Chaplain Assistant  
Michael Wegmans—Guard  
Trustees:  Jim Martin, Virginia Hardesty & Megan 
Gundlach  
 
Please see Pack the Pick-UP Event flyers from the 
two previous pages 
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Camping, Camping, Camping.  It was spring break and a campout for the month. 

 
Scout Troop 1865 

 

email, troop1865scoutmaster@gmail.com or scoutmastertroop1865g@gmail.com  
or stop in Monday nights during our normal Troop meeting times between 7:00PM 
and 8:30PM. 

 

Thank you for all your support of our scouts and the many opportunities they have 
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Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) 

With war looming, U.S. Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts introduced a bill for the        

creation of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps in May 1941. Having been a witness to the status of 

women in World War I, Rogers vowed that if American women served in support of the Army, they 

would do so with all the rights and benefits afforded to Soldiers. 

Spurred on by the attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, Congress approved the creation of 

WAAC on May 14, 1942. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the bill into law on May 15, and on 

May 16, Oveta Culp Hobby was sworn in as the first director. WAAC was established "for the    

purpose of making available to the national defense the knowledge, skill, and special training of 

women of the nation." 

DID YOU KNOW? 

WAAC adopted Pallas Athene, Greek goddess of victory and womanly virtue - wise 
in peace and in the arts of war - as its symbol. 

Pallas Athene and the traditional "U.S." were worn as lapel insignia. Cap insignia 
was an eagle, adapted from the design of the Army eagle. The WAAC eagle, later  
familiarly known as "the Buzzard," was also imprinted on the plastic buttons of the 
uniform. 
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Victory in Europe Day, generally known as V-E Day, VE Day or simply V Day, 
was the public holiday celebrated on 8 May 1945 to mark the formal acceptance by the Allies of World War 
II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces. The formal surrender of the German forc-
es occupying the Channel Islands did not occur until the following day, 9 May 1945. It thus marked the end 
of World War II in Europe. 

The term VE Day existed as early as September 1944, in anticipation of victory. On 30 April 1945, Adolf 
Hitler, the Nazi leader, committed suicide during the Battle of Berlin. Germany's surrender, therefore, was 
authorized by his successor, Reichspräsident Karl Dönitz. The administration headed by Dönitz was known 
as the Flensburg Government. The act of military surrender was signed on 7 May in Reims, France[4] and 
on 8 May in Berlin, Germany. 

Celebrations: Upon the defeat of Germany, celebrations erupted throughout the western world. From 
Moscow to Los Angeles, people celebrated. 

 

In the United Kingdom, more than one million people celebrated in the streets to mark the end of the Euro-
pean part of the war. In London, crowds massed in Trafalgar Square and up the Mall to Buckingham Pal-
ace, where King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, ap-
peared on the balcony of the palace before the cheering crowds. Princess Elizabeth (the future Queen Eliza-
beth II) and her sister Princess Margaret were allowed to wander incognito among the crowds and take part 
in the celebrations.  

In the United States, the victory happened on President Harry Truman's 61st birthday. He dedicated the vic-
tory to the memory of his predecessor, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had died of a cerebral hemorrhage less 
than a month earlier, on 12 April. flags remained at half-staff for the remainder of the 30-day mourning pe-
riod. Truman said of dedicating the victory to Roosevelt's memory and keeping the flags at half-staff that 
his only wish was "that Franklin D. Roosevelt had lived to witness this day." Later that day, Truman said 
that the victory made it his most enjoyable birthday.  

Massive celebrations also took place in Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami and especially in New York's Times 
Square 

Field Marshal Wilhelm 
Keitel signing the final 
surrender terms on 8 
May 1945 in Berlin  
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MAY 18th, 2024 
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